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Tur Rohilkhund Akhbdr, of the 29th October, has an article 
in which the writer complains that Government takes no ac- 
tive interest in the proceedings of the Societies, Clubs, and 
Associations that have been established in different parts of 
the country, and thereby discourages their members. It has, 
no doubt, been its wish that bad customs and usages, prevalent 
in India, should be abolished, but no steps have beer taken to 
bring this about. In the matter of curtailing marriage 
expenses, for instance, which has for some time past engrossed 
the attention of the authorities, no less than of the public, 
there has been a great bustle, but no result. Government is 
under an impression that the people will, in time, remedy their 
own abuses, and, accordingly, thinks 1t improper to make any 
direct interference with them ; but in this it is quite mistaken. 
India is not a country that will improve its condition unless 
coercive reformatory measures are adopted by the ruling 
power. 

Under the above circumstances, the writer suggests that, 
in order to make their labours in the cause of their coun- 
try bear good ‘fruit, the members of the Societies should sub- 
mit to Government all measures of public utility which have 
received théir joint approbation, with a view to their me 
wtierlintively enforced. ne 


The Oudh Akhbar, of the 1 st Borel in its ‘idiiiais of 
local news, notices the inconvenience which passengers have 
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to suffer on account of the breaking up of. the bridge-of the 
Goomtee near Mott Mahall. Foot-passengers cross the river 


by means of ferry-boats, but those having a conveyance are 


obliged to take.a circuitous route and cross by the iron bridge. 


The writer is of opinion that if a pucca bridge cannot soon 


be constructed, a [bridge of boats should be made to supply 
the present need. 


The Naj neul- Abba, of the same date, refers to the order 
of the Government of Bengal, by virtue of which Superintend~ 
ents of Jails are empowered to recommend the prisoners in 
their custody for a reduction in their term of imprisonment, 
to the extent of one-sixth of such term. The writer thinks 
that the investment of such powers in the Superintendents 
will serve as a great stimulus to prisoners to behave well, in 
the hope that by such means the term of their imprisonment 
might be lessened ; and comments on the propriety of a simi- 


lar ruling being enforced in the North-Western Provinces. . 


In its column of local news,. the same paper notices the 
dislike of the Meerut grain dealers to the octroi tax, and 
states that, since the introduction of this obnoxious measure, 
corn supplies are more largely imported in the Sudder: Bazar, 
than in the City. . Hada similar tax been imposed in the Sud- 


der Bazar, or the old arrangements been allowed to continue, 


under which the City and the Cantonment were bath exempt 
from the octroi, the two places would have stood in the same 
relation, to each other.as before. As this is not the case, the 
writer thinks that the attention of the Municipality should 
be drawn ta the matter, It is added, thatthe fact of the grain 
markets not being illuminated this year, on the occasion of the 
Divdli festival, was intended as a sign of the people’s dissat- 
isfaction with the octrol. 


The Mufid-ul-Andm, of the 8rd November, under the head- 
ing Lucknow, remarks that the Vuzool gardens have been rer 
‘duced ta a miserable’ state,on- account of the negligence of 
those to whom they are let; and points out that the reason why 
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the lessees do not take prdper care of then is tliat thiey. are let 
only for one year. In consequence of this, they think it use- 
less to waste their money in improving what they are not sure 
of holding next year. If the terni of the lease be increased. 
beyond one year, the lessees are sure, for the sake of their own 
profit, to improve the gardens, arid bestow every care on them. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 4th Noveniber, referring to 
the statenient miade inthe Daily Examiner that the Section on 
adultery is to be excluded from the Indian Penal Code, remarks 
that the news will set'vé as a stiniulus to Hindustani and Eng- 
lish women of an inimtoral character to pursue their profligate 
Career with freedom 


In its colunini of local news, the sanie paper states that all 
the mediciries, &c., in the Meerut Dispensary, situated in thd 
Sapte Bazar, have been stolen. 

The Anjuman-i-Hind, of the 5th November, in a long arti- 
le, makes the following reniarks on the subject of the Mah4- 
raja of J ea abseniting himself from the Viceroy’s Dur- 
bar :— 

_ Properly speaking worldly glory is but a ttiock show, and 
question of precedence, like the one in debate, an idle 
sport of prizices. It is an unhappy niistake of our chiefs and 
princes to set too high a value on transitory ponip and glory; 
never considering what constitutes true glory. 

« To resume the argunient. There can be no doubt that 
the Maharaja of Jodhpore must have been aware beforehand 
that the Mahdréna of Odaipore, the chief whose ancestors had 
received a daughter from Noshirawan in marriage, would take 
part in the Durbar, and that Government, in consideration of the 
antiquity of his lineage and his superior dignity, would assign 
him the foremost place in it. If, on the ground of being the 
lord of a wider demain than the Maharana, this circumstance 
was a matter of dissatisfaction to him, and he considered it de- 
rogatory to his honour to have to sit next to the Mahdrana in 
His Excellency’s Durbar, his proper course was, while int 
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his own. territory, to have taken: fit: steps: to preclude steks 
disgrace.. , 
question of precedence on his-arrivalin the. British dominions, 
and that, too, on the very: day of the Durbar, even though the. 
Viceroy did. not settle the question as-he would have it, he 
ought not to have displeased His. Excellency by failing to attend 
a, Durbar presided over by Her Majesty the Queen’s representa- 
tive. He ought also. to have understood that such Durbars are 
not held for purposes of mere show, but are considered as the 
resort of political greatness. To decline to attend the Durbar, 
therefore, was not only unwise in the Maharéj a, but an act iff 
becoming his high position, it being an express duty of every 
Indian. chief not to shew the least disrespect to Her Majesty’s 
re presentative. | 


Failing. to take: this precaution, and starting the — 


But this, it will be remarked, was quite an unintentional 
fault on the part of the Maharaja, and Lord Mayo’s venting 


his wrath on such-an occasion was more unbecoming to the 
kindness and, forbearance. which ought to be expected from a 
man in his high position, and he should not have been so severe 


to a chief of lofty di gnity as to cause him to quit the British 


dominions, and lower his flag. Granting that to act at vari- 


ance with Lord Mayo, who at present represents Her Maj esty, 
is the same as being i in, opposition to the Queen herself, it is 
still but just to consider whether this opposition and disobe- 
dience are the saine as if shewn by persons unfriendly to Her 
Majesty’s rule. Not at all so. “A man of common sense will 
say that the Maharaja’ g obstinacy: cannot be set down to re- 
fractoriness. The simple fact: i is, that he thought it derogatory 


to his dignity to sit next to the Mahdrdna in the presence of 
the other Rajptiténa chiefs. And as the Maharéja’s demand 


for justice was accompanied with tears, it is plain that the 


‘idea of humiliation had: pierced him: to. the: very quick. For 
this reason Lord Mayo-should have reproved the: Mahérdja,. 
and so set an example of wisdem and generosity. Nowhere 
in the provisions of the treaties that have. been entered into 
between the Hindustani chiefs and the Government, or in the 


Durbar rules ot other writings connécted: with polities? States, 
is any ruling to be met with which could empower Lord: Mayo 
to exclude from: the British dominions a:chief who is an, old 
adherent'and-well-wisher ofthe BritishGovernment. - Of 
truth, Lord. Mayo himself is at best an English nobleman, who 
simply in virtue of his office as Viceroy rules over India. 


_ & As the object with which the Viceroy’s Durbars are held 
is no other than that Hindustan{ chiefs may be confirmed more 
and more in their friendship and allegiance to the British Gov- 
ernment, it is.the duty of every Viceroy to try by all means 
to add to.the importance of such Durbars. None of the Indian 
chiefs, who are independent, should be disgraced for trifling 
causes, and the Viceroy should always bear in mind that it is 


solely in virtue of his office as such that he can be deemed the 
superior of the Indian chiefs. 


« For the above reasons, it is quite a matter of surprise to 
us that Lord Mayo should have driven out with disgrace a 
chief who had left his State, and undertaken the fatigues of a 
journey, simply to present himself in his Durbar. We repeat 
thet it was advisable for the Maharaja: to have at last taken 
part in the Durbar, irrespective of any regard as: to priority, 
and then to have taken proper steps in justification-of his cause! 
But Rajptits have curious notions. The Mahérdja thought 
that, were he to take his seat below the Maharana, he would 
be disgraced among the Rajputs once for all. At all events, 
therefore, Lord Mayo should: have settled the delicate matter 
by conciliatory measures, and it would even now be better for 
him to pass it over and conciliate the Mahérdja.” 


| The Benares Akhbér, of the 17th November, devotes a leader 

to the same.question. The writer thinks that the Maharaja’s 
fault in not attending the Durbar. was not of a nature to justify 
the disgrace to which he was subjected by Lord Baro and 
that he deserves pardon for several reasons. 


(1.) In consideration of the important. services vouilestid 
by him. during the mutiny of 1857, compared ‘with which the 
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petty offence he has now ‘been guilty of dwindles i into — 
ficance. ) 


(2.) Becatise the leniency and mercy, which charactérize 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria, entitle him to the indulgence. 
 (3.) Because he is said to be in the habit of using some iti- 
toxicating drug, whence it is not improbable that he might 
have committed the offence under the influence of that drug. 


— The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 5th November, referring to the 
Viceroy’s Durbar held at Ajmere, and the absence of certain 
chiefs from it on account of a dispute about their place in it, 
remarks that the like having happened several times before, it 
is right for Government to adopt suitable measures for settling 
the question once for all. A classification of the ranks of the 
different chiefs and princes should be made anew, regard be~ 
ing had in readjusting the position of each to the present con 
dition of their affairs. 


The Urdé Delhi Gazette, of the same date, states that small- 
pox and other diseases fiercely prevail in Peshawur. 


Under the heading Etawah, the same paper states that 
three cases of murder have recently happened there, but no 
trace of the murderers has as yet been found. It is given out 
that, after perpetrating the deed, they made their escape to 
Gwalior. 


It is also stated that fever and ague are very prevalent in 
the city, and have caused much havoc. 


‘The Kérndmah, of the 7th November, alludes to the injury 
done by the late heavy rain at Seetapore. It is stated that the 
Deputy Commissioner, on making enquiries through the police, 
found that 295 houses were destroyed, aiid that thie loss occa 
sioned thereby atnoutited to Hs. 20,908. Major E. ‘Thompson, 
the Commissioner, on becoming aware of the loss, thought of 
relieving the sufferers, and accorditigly proposed to taise 
Rs. 2,000 from the tax-payers in the district, to assist them in 
rebuilding their houses. The Chief Commissioner of Oudh, 
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however; objected to the arrangement.; The writer does -not 
know from what source the Commissioner will now - relieve 
the sufferers, but thinks that were an appeal to be made to 
the rich men and the talookdars.of the district, the sum in 


question could easily be raised. He suggests the adoption of 
that plan. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 8th Seven, has an. othe on 
the proposed war between England and China. It is stated that 
though it is not long since the British Government has taught 
a lesson of obedience to the Chinese, and had forced their Em- 
peror to sign a treaty by virtue of which European merchants 
were allowed to carry on trade with the whole country, the 
people have again incurred the wrath of the British Govern- 
ment by perpetrating a barbarous massacre of the Christians at 
Shanghai. Accordingly, an army of 10,000 Europeans and 
20,000 Native troops is soon to start for China. 


The writer remarks that the Chinese are so cowardly, that 
the Hindustani troops will have no need to display their 
bravery, and there can be no doubt that rich booty will fall 
into their hands. It is not improbable, too, that the British 
Government may this time like to take possession of a good 
portion of the country, in which case Hindustanis may be 


fortunate enough to secure the offices of Judge and Collector 
in China. 


The Urdu Delhi Gazette, of the 12th November, learns from 
a Lahore newspaper that cases of murder have been very fre- 
quent in the Panjab for some time past. The writer alludes 
to one of these, in which a soldier of the 1st Regiment of the 


Gorkhas was murdered by his fellow of the same regiment, in 
the Kangra Valley. 


A Moradabad correspondent of the same paper states that 
a quarrel lately took place between the soldiers of the 16th 
Regiment, Native Infantry, and the butchers of the city, and 
that in consequence of this, the soldiers of that regiment were 
prohibited from entering the city. One night a party of 
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them happened to come to the city, and were beaten by thé 
butchers. A hawaldér received severe wounds on his -head 
and hand. 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Rajputdna, reports the prevalence of a rumour in that country, 
to the effect that the Maharaja of Jodhpore has written to an 


attorney i in London to petition Parliament concerniny’ the dis- 
grace inflicted on him by Lord Mayo. 


‘The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 11th November, in 
a long leader, condemns the rule under which Hindustani 
gentlemen, when arrested on a criminal charge, are kept in 
custody with other prisoners, and treated like them in all res- 
pects, without any regard to their respectability or position. 
To add to their disgrace they have to appear in the Court, 
loaded with chains like criminals, although, on their case 
being tried, they are generally found guiltless, and are acquit- 
ted. But the disgrace they have already suffered cannot be 
compensated for, and honour, which Hindustanis prize so 
highly, is lost for no fault. The writer prays that this serious 
grievance may be put a stop to, and that, during the time their 
case is pending, Hindustani gentlemen should not be doomed to 
the unmerited disgrace above referred to. In cases of strong 
suspicion, it will suffice for the Court to release them on secu- 
rity, or if a case be more serious still, a guard can be placed over 
them, the expense to be paid by themselves, or else a separate 
lodging assigned for their custody, other than that for common 
prisoners. In a word, every regard should be had to preserve 
their honour unsullied. 


In connection with the above subject, the writer draws the 
attention of Government to the miserable life Hindustanf pri- 
soners have to lead in Government Jails, without any distinc- 
tion as to their rank or position in society. The noble and the 
base are treated alike, and are denied even the common com- 
forts and conveniences of life. The writer contrasts the state 


of prisoners in England with that of Hindustan, and wonders 
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that the treatment received by the former shou Id be so. unlike 
that received by the latter, although the two are equally the 
~— ects of Her Majesty. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nastm i Jounpore, of the Ist November, i is informed that 
after the termination of the nuptial ceremonies of his son , the 
Nawab of Rampore intends to start on a pilgrimage to — 
under the escort of 400 men. 
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The car ena — have been examined 


The 18th November, 1870. I 
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